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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER RESPONSIBLE 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Dear Minister: 
  
The Conexus Arts Centre is pleased to submit the 2018-19 Annual 
Report.  This has been an exceptional fiscal year for the Centre with 
events to attract a broad and diverse audience.  The Centre 
continues to prove itself as Southern Saskatchewan’s premier facility 
for performing arts, and an essential institution in catering and 
convention services.   
 
The Centre was host to over a quarter million guests from across 
the province and beyond.  Our patrons enjoyed a great variety of 
performances reaching all audience genres - including live theatre with Chicago the Musical, 
Kinky Boots, Comedic icon Carol Burnett, the Glorious Sons, the Tenors, Paul Brandt, the 
Wiggles, PJ Masks, Cirque Musica Theatre, and a fabulous season with the Regina Symphony 
Orchestra just to name a few.   
 
The Centre’s goal to become self-sufficient and secure the Centre’s future as a vibrant and 
sustainable asset in Regina and southern Saskatchewan is the focus of the Board of Directors.  
Through strategic planning and supporting the solid foundation that the Centre has in place we 
are also expanding the lines of business with the creation of a new and extremely successful 
outdoor summer festival ‘Shake the Lake’ .  Additionally events such as the International 
Whisky Show and the Wine in Wascana show are growing. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors I would like to congratulate the team at the Centre for their 
continued commitment to the Centre’s success.  We look forward to another exciting year in 
2019-20. 
 
In accordance with Section 27(1) of The Saskatchewan Centre of the Arts Act, 2000, I hereby 
submit the forty-ninth Annual Report on the activities of the Centre for the period April 1, 
2018 to March 31, 2019. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Hopson, 
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THE HONOURABLE  

KEN CHEVELDAYOFF 

MINISTER RESPONSIBLE 

Committees of the Board of Directors: 
 
Audit and Finance Committee 
    
Twyla MacDougall—Chair  
    
Josh MacFadden   
    
Twyla Meredith   
    
Mary Taylor Ash   
    
 

CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

JIM HOPSON—CHAIR 

NANCY CHERNEY—VICE CHAIR 

ROGER BRANDVOLD 

BRUCE EVANS 

TWYLA MACDOUGALL 

JOSH MACFADDEN 

TWYLA MEREDITH 

DAVE PETTIGREW 

MARLA PRESTON 

MARY TAYLOR ASH 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Great Russian Ballet 

Jim Hopson— Board Chair and ex-officio on both committees 

 
 
Governance Committee  
   
Roger Brandvold-Chair  
  
Nancy Cherney 
 
Bruce Evans 
 
Dave Pettigrew 
 
Marla Preston  
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

I am pleased to report on many highlights that 
occurred at the Centre over the past year.  
Although we face many economic and 
operational challenges, we are happy to report 
growth and improvements in most facets of our 
business.   
 
An increasingly low Canadian dollar makes 
attracting relevant, international artists difficult 
however the Conexus Arts Centre still managed 
to host a variety of events the entire community 
could enjoy. From rock to country, classical to dance, comedy to Broadway the event calendar 
in our theatre was filled with standing ovations and glowing reviews.   
 
In 2018-2019 we continued our strategy of working closely with key entertainment industry 
leaders to find creative ways to host more events.  In the past 12 months our team self-
promoted or co-promoted 17 concerts that would not have of performed in Regina without 
those relationships.  We are working to harvest those relationships to further our goals. 
 
The highlight for 2018 was the newly created and extremely successful Shake the Lake Musical 
Festival, which took place on our front lawn August 31 and Sept 1.  Headlined by Trooper and 
Cheap Trick, Shake the Lake drew nearly 4000 fans per day and proved to be a very positive 
venture for the Centre.     
 
The Centre also took over the operation of the cafeteria and catering services at the 
Saskatchewan Legislative Building on January 1, 2019. Our goal is that the Centre Café will 
positively augment our kitchen and catering operation at the Centre.   
 
The Centre is entering our 49th year of operation.  I would be remiss without acknowledging 
our partner and Landlord, Ministry of Central Services.  Although significant future 
investments are required we are very much appreciative of the recent work that has been done 
and is on-going to ensure our facility is of the standard expected by our guests. In 2018 a major 
electrical refurbishment was completed and in 2019 we are slated for upgrades to our elevators 
and exit doors.   
 
We must also thank and acknowledge our sponsors for their support, most specifically Conexus 
Credit Union.  Our theatre sound and lighting systems, mainly original to the facility (nearly 50 
years old), were in dire need of replacement. Our sponsors responded in our time of need and  
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in the 4th quarter we installed a new state of the art sound and lighting system that will benefit 
our clients for many years to come. This will not only bring our theatre to today’s technological 
standards, but is also far more energy efficient and environmentally friendly.  
 
Finally, and most importantly, I want to acknowledge the hard work of our staff and management 
team.  It is our goal to host as many events as possible and to create memorable experiences. We 
do this day in and day out and it is part of what makes our community so great.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Neil Donnelly 
Chief Executive Officer     
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Minister Responsible 

Hospitality Services 

Manager 

Colette Perras 

Director of Finance/

Administration  

Pat McLaughlin 

Theatre Services 

Manager 

Shari Tourscher 

 
Conexus Arts Centre Organizational Structure 

Board of Directors 

Chief Executive Officer 

Neil Donnelly 

Events Director 

Lynn Severt 

Executive Chef 

Leo Pantel 

Director of Sales 

Bim Pandya 
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MISSION:  To consistently deliver memorable guest experiences by facilitating and  
providing convention, catering and entertainment activities that build loyalty and growth for the 
Centre. 
 

VISION STATEMENT:  To be a self sustaining facility in the community showcasing 
local, national and international entertainment, convention and catering events that delivers 
outstanding guest experiences. 
 

GOALS:  Guests First.  Deliver memorable and outstanding guest experiences. 
 
Loyal, knowledgeable and professional team who consistently delivers memorable and 
outstanding experiences to guests.   
 
To identify and utilize industry best practices to accomplish the strategic plan and establish a 
sustainable foundation for the future. 
 
To be sustainable, cover operational costs and contribute to the facility maintenance and 
program capital. 
 
To expand and develop community and corporate relationships. 
 
To promote the Centre through direct sales and marketing activities.                    

MISSION, VISION AND GOALS 
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We bring the world to our stage.  We enrich lives, and create community through our mission to 
provide world class entertainment to the people of Southern Saskatchewan. 
   
 
 
 
 
Convention/Catering:  
 
Hosted 485 events with 
attendance of 127,095 
clients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theatre: 
 
Featured 93 performances 
with attendance of 120,117 
patrons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are proud to have hosted such a wide and versatile array of events and performances in 
2018/19. 

CATEGORY # OF EVENTS ATTENDANCE 

Meetings 156 26,193 

Seminars/Conferences 4 1,558 

Breakfast/Luncheons 49 4,419 

Receptions 100 15,555 

Banquets/Dinners 118 25,561 

Trade shows 37 47,526 

Wedding/Anniversary/
Funerals 

14 3,093 

Other 7 3,190 

CATEGORY # OF EVENTS ATTENDANCE 

Children’s  9 11,320 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 15 17,729 

Rock 11 11,658 

Graduations 14 23,494 

Ballet/Dance 21 20,469 

Musicals 7 13,394 

Comedy 4 6,014 

Country 4 5,121 

Other 8 10,918 

ENTERTAINING SOUTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 

CONVENTION & CATERING 

THEATRE 
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George Thorogood 
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APRIL 2018 
  
  
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Link up Orchestra Rocks - 
   2 Shows 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Tchaikovsky & Mozart 
 
 2 Cellos 
 
 Comedy in Motion  
  Bob Cates 
 
 Four by Four 
 
 The Illusionists 
 
 Peppa Pig 
 
 Vince Neil 
 
 Candance—4 shows 
 
  

RSO Tchaikovsky  

2 Cellos 

Bob Cates 

The Illusionists 
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MAY 2018 
 
 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra  
  City Lights by Charlie Chaplin 
 
 
 George Thorogood 
  
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  West Side Story 
 
 Jimmy Carr 
 
 Papa Roach 
 
 Robb Nash Program 
 
 Dirty Dancing 
 
 Youth Ballet of Saskatchewan—2 shows 
 
 Dance Dimensions—2 shows   

 
 

George Thorogood 

Robb Nash Project 

Papa Roach 

Dirty Dancing 
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JUNE 2018 
 
  
 Dance Plus—2 Shows 
 
 Celtic Woman 
 
 University of Regina Convocation 
   3 Days 
  
 Martin School of  Dance—2 Shows 
 
 Dance City—2 Shows 
 
 Saskatchewan Polytechnic Convocation 
 
 Thom Collegiate Graduation 
 
 Winston Knoll Collegiate Graduation 
 
 Campbell Collegiate  Graduation 
 
 Dr. Martin Leboldus High School Graduation 
 
 Miller Comprehensive High School Graduation 
 
 Archbishop M.C.. O’Neil High School Graduation 
 
 Greenall High School Graduation 

Celtic Woman 

Dance Schools 

University of Regina 

Miller High School 
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JULY  2018 

 
 Jim Jeffries 
 
 Just for Laughs David Cross 
 

AUGUST 2018 

   
 A conversation with Dr. Jordon Peterson 
 
 Shake the Lake Festival 
  
   

  

David Cross 

Jim Jeffries 

Dr. Jordon Peterson 

Shake the Lake 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 

 
  
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Opening Night with Tracy Dahl 
 
 Carol Burnett 
  
 Chicago  
 
  
 
  

Carol Burnett 

RSO Opening Night 

Chicago 

Chicago 
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OCTOBER 2018 

 
  
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Classical Mystery Tour 
 
 Wiggles— 2 Shows 
 
 Colter Wall 
 
 Dance Me 
 
 Passion 2 Action 
 
 University of Regina Convocation 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Tchaikovsky Swan Lake 
 
 Rocky Horror Show—3 Shows 
 
 
 
   
 

Wiggles 

Colter Wall 

Rocky Horror 

Dance Me 
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NOVEMBER 2018 
 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Mozart Requiem 
 
 Charley Pride 
 
 Chicago—The Musical 
  2 Shows 
 
 Glorious Sons 
 
 Moscow Ballet—Swan Lake 
 
 Canada’s Ballet Jorgen Nutcracker 
 
 Charlie Brown Christmas 
 
 
 
 

Glorious Sons 

Moscow Ballet 

Chicago  

Charley Pride 
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DECEMBER 2018 
  
 The Tenors 
 
 Regina Catholic Schools  
  Christmas Concert 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Chantal Kreviazuk 
 
 Cirque Musica Theatre 
 
 LetterKenny 
 
 Three Days Grace 
 

  
JANUARY 2019 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Mendelssohn Scottish Symphony 
 
 Cinderella  
  2 Shows 
 
 Legends of Motown 
 
 PJ Masks 
 
 Robb Nash Project  
  2  Performances 
 
 Frozen in Time 
 
 Behind Enemy Lines 

Cinderella 

LetterKenny 

Cirque Musica 

PJ Masks 
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FEBRUARY 2019 
 
  
 
 Ice Breaker Cheerleading 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Elgar Cello Concerto 
 
 Home Free 
 
 Waskimo Winter Festival 
 
 Paul Brandt 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Frank Sinatra 
 
  
 

RSO Elgar Cello 

RSO Frank Sinatra 

Paul Brandt 

Home Free 
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MARCH 2019 
 
  
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Beethoven Symphony No 6 
 
 Optimist Band Festival 
 
 Il Divo 
 
 Kinky Boots 
  2 Shows 
 
 Marianas Trench 
 
 Mini Pop Kids 
 
 Pink Floyd Experience 
 
 Shakey Graves 
 
 Tech N9ne 
 
 Regina Symphony Orchestra 
  Music of John Williams 
 
 

Kinky Boots 

Il Divo 

Mini Pop Kids 

Marianas Trench 
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Hospitals of Regina Gala 
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The Conexus Arts Centre is exposed to many different risks in its dual role as a self-financing 
theatre, convention and catering business, and as an agent of the crown supporting and 
promoting arts and culture in Saskatchewan. 
 
There is an enhanced policy and framework in place including a risk matrix identifying all 
organizational risks, both strategic and operational.    The Centre’s risk assessment and the 
policy and framework will continue to be  re-assessed at each quarterly Board of Directors 
meeting.   From these assessments  risk management continues to be a consideration in the 
development and execution of all plans and in its day to day operations.    
 

 
 
 
 
 

MANAGING RISK 
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PARTNERS AND STAKEHOLDERS 
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The Conexus Arts Centre caters to all ages, interests and cultural backgrounds.  We are proud to 
strengthen our arts communities by providing facilities for local companies as well as provincial, 
national and international entertainment.   
 
As a non-profit arts organization, the Centre relies on the generous support of individuals, corpo-
rations and foundations to meet operating costs and expenses.  Involvement with the Conexus 
Arts Centre Patrons’ program offers distinct benefits including first chance for tickets, network-
ing opportunities, brand activation opportunities for a range of organizations and client entertain-
ing opportunities, all which visibly support the arts. There are many other ways to make a gift to 
the CAC including cash gifts, gifts of appreciated securities, charitable lead trusts, legacies and 
matching gifts.  The Centre’s Director of Sales can assist you in structuring a plan that fits your 
own circumstances.   If you would like more information about particular types of gifts or how 
they can be made, please call Bim Pandya at 306-565-4519.   
 
Through the generosity of the following patrons each year thousands of patrons have the op-
portunity to attend world-class performances in our magnificent  theatre.  These organizations 
bolster the economy of the community we serve. 

 
Conexus Credit Union  Capital GMC Buick Cadillac  Pepsico Canada  
 
Molson Canada   Dr. Jacqueline Shumiatcher  SaskTel 
 
Miller Thomson LLP  P3 Architecture    A-1 Rent Alls 
 
DoubleTree by Hilton, Regina Saskatchewan Blue Cross   Big Dog 92.7  
 
Western Litho Printers  Saskatchewan Government Insurance   Willow Park Wine & Spirits 
 
Success Office Systems  Captive Audience Advertising  Greystone Managed Investments 
 
E & J Gallo Wines  Prairie Dog Magazine   City TV   
 
Corby Distilleries Ltd  Canadian Linen    The Keg 
 
Sleek Signs   Sysco     CJTR  
 
Saskatchewan Milk  The Leader-Post    AON Reed Stenhouse Inc 
          
Delta Hotels by Marriott Regina JLB Electric     Bradbury Brand & Design 
          Experts   

EVERY PERFORMANCE BEGINS WITH YOU 
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The management of the Conexus Arts Centre is responsible for the integrity of the 
accompanying financial statements and all other information in this Annual Report.  It is the 
responsibility of management to prepare financial statements in accordance with Canadian 
Public Sector Accounting standards.   
 
The accounting systems used by the Conexus Arts Centre include an appropriate system of 
internal controls to provide reasonable assurance that: 
 
• Transactions are authorized. 
• The Conexus Arts Centre’s assets are properly kept and financial reports are properly 

monitored to ensure reliable information is provided for preparation of financial statements 
and other information. 

• The accounts are properly kept and financial reports are properly monitored to ensure 
reliable information is provided for preparation of financial statements and other financial 
information. 

• The Conexus Arts Centre has complied with authorities. 
• And that the Conexus Arts Centre operate in a fiscally responsible manner. 
 
Management is responsible for providing reasonable assurance to the Board that the Conexus 
Arts Centre’s financial information satisfies standards of validity and reliability.  The Board 
reviews financial information prepared by management and discusses relevant matters with 
management.  The Board of Directors exercises this responsibility through the Audit and 
Finance Committee, which is composed of Directors who are not employees of the corporation.  
The Audit and Finance Committee meets with management on a regular basis.   
 
The Provincial Auditor of Saskatchewan has audited the Conexus Arts Centre’s financial 
statements in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards.  A copy of the 
Provincial Auditor’s  opinions on the financial statements is enclosed. 
 
The financial statements have been examined and approved by the Board. 

 
 
 

Neil Donnelly     Pat McLaughlin     
Chief Executive Officer   Director of Finance and  Administration 
June 2019     June 2019 

MANAGEMENT REPORT   MARCH 2019 
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WHERE TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL 
 INFORMATION 

 
If you have any questions or comments about The Conexus Arts Centre Balanced Statement, 
or if you have specific questions about the programs and services provided by The Conexus 
Arts Centre please contact: 
 

The Conexus Arts Centre 
200A Lakeshore Drive 
Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4S 7L3 
www.conexusartscentre.ca 

Email:  cac.admin@conexusartscentre.ca   or 
client.services@conexusartscentre.ca 

Phone:  (306) 565-4500 
Fax:  (306) 565-3274 

 


