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To the Honourable Vaughn Solomon Schofield, 

Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan 

May it Please your Honour: 

In accordance with Section 27(1) of the Saskatchewan Centre of the Arts Act, 2000 (Chapters S-10.1), I 

hereby submit the forty-seventh Annual Report on the activities of the Centre for the period from April 1, 

2016 to March 31, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Tell 

Minister Responsible 

  For the Provincial Capital Commission 
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The Honourable Christine Tell, 
Minister Responsible for the  
Provincial Capital Commission 

Minister: 

In accordance with Section 27(1) of The Saskatchewan Centre of the Arts Acts, 2000, I hereby submit the forty-seventh Annual Report 
on the activities of the Centre for the period April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2017. 

Over the past fiscal year, the Conexus Arts Centre has made significant strides on the road to self-sufficiency and securing its future as a 
vibrant and sustainable asset in Regina and southern Saskatchewan.  The Centre has seen significant growth in all areas of business and 
has expanded its lines of business into new and exciting events such as the International Whiskey Show and the Wine in Wascana 
show.  Guest experience continues to be a major focus at the Centre with extremely positive results showing overall guest satisfaction 
over 95% excellent.  The Board of Directors continues to focus on strategic planning and supporting and expanding the solid 
foundation that the Centre now has in place.   

The Board of Directors extends our sincere appreciation to the management and staff at the Conexus Arts Centre for their continued 
commitment to the Centre’s success.  We look forward to continuing to explore new opportunities and creating another successful year 
at the Centre.   

Sincerely, 

Jim Hopson 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Conexus Arts Centre 
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THE HONOURABLE  

CHRISTINE TELL 

MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROVINCIAL 

 CAPITAL COMMISSION 

Committees of the Board of Directors: 

Audit and Finance Committee Governance Committee 

Twyla MacDougall—Chair Roger Brandvold—Chair 
Twyla Meredith  Nancy Cherney 
Richard Murray  Dave Pettigrew  
Mary Taylor Ash  

Jim Hopson— Board Chair and ex-officio on both committees 

CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

JIM HOPSON—CHAIR 

NANCY CHERNEY—VICE CHAIR 

ROGER BRANDVOLD 

TWYLA MACDOUGALL 

TWYLA MEREDITH 

RICHARD MURRAY 

DAVE PETTIGREW 

MARY TAYLOR ASH 
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Although there are many economic challenges that we faced this past year there were 
many signs of steady growth and operational improvements at the Centre.  An 
increasingly low Canadian dollar makes attracting relevant and international artists 
difficult, with continued increased competition for entertainment dollars and new 
venues in the marketplace the Conexus Arts Centre still managed to host a fantastic 
variety of events the entire community could enjoy.   

As we face these many challenges we are forced to look at new and creative ways to host and attract events, whether it is creating new 
events, partnerships, self-producing events or increasing our client base for event rentals. In 2016-2017 the Centre created three new 
events, self-promoted nine concerts, partnered on dozens of events and hosted hundreds of other events for individuals, corporations 
and organizations.   

The Centre has been part of our community for over 47 years. Although the Centre and our landlord, Ministry of Central Services, 
have invested significant dollars into the refurbishment of the facility over the past two decades with the replacement of the theatre 
seats, rigging system and many programming and building code upgrades this will need to continue to be a major priority with our 
board and management team. As one of the premiere cultural and event facilities in the province it is important to ensure it is 
preserved for future generations. We look forward to working with our stakeholders to develop a long term plan that will help us realize 
this goal. 
Finally, and most importantly, I want to acknowledge the hard work of our staff and management team.  It is our goal to host as many 
events as possible and to create memorable experiences. We do this day in and day out and it is part of what makes our community so 
great.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Neil Donnelly 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Management Team 

Neil Donnelly—Chief Executive Officer 

Pat Beanland—Director of Finance & Administration 

Brent Elsner—Executive Sous Chef 

Leo Pantel—Executive Chef 

Bim Pandya—Director of Sales 

Colette Perras—Hospitality Services Manager 

Lynn Severt—Events Director 

Shari Tourscher—Theatre Services Manager 
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MISSION:  To consistently deliver memorable guest experiences by facilitating and
providing convention, catering and entertainment activities that build loyalty and growth for the Centre. 

VISION STATEMENT:  To be a self sustaining facility in the community showcasing local, national and international
entertainment, convention and catering events that delivers outstanding guest experiences. 

GOALS:  Guests First.  Deliver memorable and outstanding guest experiences.

Loyal, knowledgeable and professional team who consistently delivers memorable and outstanding experiences to guests.  

To identify and utilize industry best practices to accomplish the strategic plan and establish a sustainable foundation for the future. 

To be sustainable, cover operational costs and contribute to the facility maintenance and program capital. 

To expand and develop community and corporate relationships. 

To promote the Centre through direct sales and marketing activities. 



11 



12 

The Conexus Arts Centre is more than just a building.   We work to 
engage and enrich Southern Saskatchewan through performance, 
education and celebration. 

We don’t do this alone!   One of our long-standing partners is the 
Regina Symphony Orchestra.  We are honoured to continue our 
treasured mutually beneficial partnership.  Other partners include, 
but are not limited to, the Saskatchewan Arts Board and Creative 
Saskatchewan. 

Convention/Catering:  
Hosted 581 events with attendance of 136,988 clients. 

Theatre: 
Featured 112 performances in 2016-17 with attendance of 116,999 
patrons. 

We are proud to have hosted such a wide and versatile array of 
events and performances in 2016/17. 

CATEGORY # OF EVENTS ATTENDANCE 

Meetings 212 17,204 

Seminars/Conferences 2 1,350 

Breakfast/Luncheons 72 6,518 

Receptions 77 22,698 

Banquets/Dinners 139 31,924 

Trade shows 37 50,171 

Wedding/Anniversary/

Funerals 

13 2,739 

Other 29 4,384 

CATEGORY # OF EVENTS ATTENDANCE 

Children’s 11 8,602 

Regina Symphony 

Orchestra 

11 13,507 

Rock 12 14,769 

Graduations 11 22,240 

Ballet/Dance 24 21,348 

Musicals 9 8,628 

Comedy 7 8,911 

Country 2 3.016 

Other 22 15,978 
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Dwight Yoakam January 16, 2017 
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APRIL 2016 

Star Trek 

Investors Group Speakers Series 

Joe Satriani 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Link Up 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Simon Plays Dvorak 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
True Jive Pluckers 

Candance—4 shows 

Rain 

George Thorogood 
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MAY 2016 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Farewell to Victor 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Cirque de la Symphonie 

Youth Ballet of Saskatchewan—2 shows 

Dance Dimensions—2 shows 

JUNE 2016 

Dance Plus—2 Shows 

Temple Grandin 

Globe Theatre 
Royal Visit 

Dance City—2 Shows 

Saskatchewan Express 

Naked Magician 

Danskapades 2015—Martin School of 
Dance—2 Shows 
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JULY 2016 

Chris Cornell 

AUGUST 2016

Sevendust 

Weird Al 

CCR Revisited 

Jim Jefferies 

SEPTEMBER 2016

Toopy & Binoo 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
James Ehnes & Beethoven 

Investors Group Comedy Night 

Ukrainian Congress 
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OCTOBER 2016

Gablriel Iglesias 

Red Green Show 

Alice Cooper 

An Evening with Sinatra 

Calligari Project 

Danny Bhoy 

Unfinished Romance 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Reimagining Broadway with Sarah Slean 

Sterling Productions 
Rocky Horror Show 

3 Shows 

Lunch at Allens 

Bush 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 4 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

Just for Laughs Comedy Tour 

Four by Four 

Moscow Ballet 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Beethoven Symphony No. 4 

Cirque Musica 

DECEMBER 2016

Regina Catholic Schools Christmas Concert 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
A Celtic Tenors Christmas 

Canada 150—New Year’s Eve 
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JANUARY 2017 

Dwight Yoakam 

Blue Rodeo 

Saturday Night Fever 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Bolero 

FEBRUARY 2017

Snow Queen—2 Shows 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
The Music of Brahms 

Icebreaker Cheerleading 

Waskimo Winter Festival 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Fifty Years of Bond….  James Bond 

Measha Brueggergosman 

Colin James 
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MARCH 2017 

Lyle Lovett & John Hyatt 

Bubble Guppies 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Candide:  Opera in Concert 

Tom Cochrane 

Swan Lake 

Optimist Band Festival 

Regina Symphony Orchestra 
Prairie Pops with Jeffery Straker 
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The Conexus Arts Centre is exposed to many different risks in its dual role as a self-financing theatre, 

convention and catering business, and as an agent of the crown supporting and promoting arts and culture 

in Saskatchewan. 

Although the Conexus Arts Centre has a risk management policy the Board of Directors have included 

Risk Assessment as an area for review and updating.  Risk Assessment has been identified in the Audit 

and Finance Committee terms of reference and the policy and framework will be re-assessed over the 

course of the next fiscal year to ensure that risk management continues to be a consideration in the 

development and execution of all plans and in its day to day operations.   The Centre’s Risk Policy and 

Framework will be enhanced and a risk matrix will be prepared to identify and rank all risk factors on the 

likelihood of occurrence and the severity of impact. 
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Every performance begins with you. 

Through its creative works of art the Conexus Arts Centre serves all segments of our community.   We cater to all ages, interests and 
cultural backgrounds.  From classics to world premieres, from thought-provoking theatrical productions to evenings of pure entertain-
ment, there is something for everyone at the Conexus Arts Centre. 

As a non-profit organization, corporate support is integral to funding the Centre’s mission.  Involvement with the Conexus Arts Centre 
Patrons’ program offers distinct benefits including first chance for tickets, networking opportunities, brand activation opportunities for 
a range of organizations and client entertaining opportunities,  all which visibly support the arts. Through the generosity of the follow-
ing patrons each year thousands of patrons have the opportunity to attend world-class performances in our magnificent theatre. 

Conexus Credit Union SaskTel  The Pepsi Bottling Group  

Molson Canada  Dr. Jacqueline Shumiatcher Western Litho Printers 

Miller Thomson LLP P3 Architecture  A-1 Rent Alls 

DoubleTree by Hilton, Regina Saskatchewan Blue Cross  Big Dog 92.7 

Audio Warehouse Saskatchewan Government Insurance Storm Applied Technologies 

Success Office Systems Captive Audience Advertising Greystone Managed Investments 

E & J Gallo Wines Taylor Automotive Group  Prairie Dog Magazine 

IKS Media Best Western Seven Oaks Inn Regina Corby Distilleries Ltd 

CJTR  

For more information on our Patron package please contact Bim at bim.pandya@conexusartscentre.ca 
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The management of the Conexus Arts Centre is responsible for the integrity of the accompanying financial statements and all other 
information in this Annual Report.  It is the responsibility of management to prepare financial statements in accordance with 
Canadian Public Sector Accounting standards.   
 
The accounting systems used by the Conexus Arts Centre include an appropriate system of internal controls to provide reasonable 
assurance that: 
 
 Transactions are authorized. 
 The Conexus Arts Centre’s assets are properly kept and financial reports are properly monitored to ensure reliable information is 

provided for preparation of financial statements and other information. 
 The accounts are properly kept and financial reports are properly monitored to ensure reliable information is provided for 

preparation of financial statements and other financial information. 
 The Conexus Arts Centre has complied with authorities. 
 And that the Conexus Arts Centre operate in a fiscally responsible manner. 
 
Management is responsible for providing reasonable assurance to the Board that the Conexus Arts Centre’s financial information 
satisfies standards of validity and reliability.  The Board reviews financial information prepared by management and discusses relevant 
matters with management.  The Board of Directors exercises this responsibility through the Audit Committee, which is composed of 
Directors who are not employees of the corporation.  The Audit Committee meets with management on a regular basis.   
 
The Provincial Auditor of Saskatchewan has audited the Conexus Arts Centre’s financial statements in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted auditing standards.  A copy of the Provincial Auditor’s  opinions on the financial statements is enclosed. 
 
The financial statements have been examined and approved by the Board. 
 
 
 
Neil Donnelly       Pat Beanland      
Chief Executive Officer     Manager, Finance and Administration 
June 2017       June 2017 
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SASKATCHEWAN CENTRE OF THE ARTS 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

For the Year Ended March 31, 2017
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(see accompanying notes to the financial statements)
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(see accompanying notes to the financial statements)
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(see accompanying notes to the financial statements)
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(see accompanying notes to the financial statements)
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WHERE TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

If you have any questions or comments about The Conexus Arts Centre Balanced Statement, or if you have specific questions about 
the programs and services provided by The Conexus Arts Centre please contact: 

The Conexus Arts Centre 
200A Lakeshore Drive 
Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4S 7L3 
www.conexusartscentre.ca 

Email:  cac.admin@conexusartscentre.ca   or 
client.services@conexusartscentre.ca 

Phone:  (306) 565-4500 
Fax:  (306) 565-3274 




